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TR TIHUT SUSHT
Ramchandra Narayan Dandekar

Ramchandra Narayan Dandekar on whom the
Sahitya Akademi is conferring its highest honour
of Fellowship today is one of the most outstand-
ing Sanskrit scholars of the country, whose contri-
bution is so substantial that it has not only en-
riched Sanskrit studies, but also Oriental studies in
general, and Indology in particular, his specialty
being Vedic Studies. :

R.N.Dandekar occupies a prominent place
among the Indologists and Sanskritists of the
world for the impressively wide range of his
researches. The volumes of his Vedic Bibliography
and his other books and articles on such a variety
of subjects as Vedic Mythology, Ancient Indian
History, and Religion and Philosophy have won
for him international reputation. His inspiring
lectures at the University and in college classes
and semi-public meetings have, on account of his
firm and beautiful delivery and lucid exposition of
the themes, left a permanent impress upon the
students and other audiences and have always
provoked some kind of original thinking among
them. o

Born on 17 March 1909 in Satara, Maharashtra,
R.N.Dandekar was educated in Deccan College,
Pune- and Heidelberg University, Germany. He
secured the first rank in the two Master's degrees
he obtained in Sanskrit and in Ancient Indian
Culture from Bombay University in 1931 and 1933
respectively. He took Ph.D. from Heidelberg
University in 1938. He won several prizes and
scholarships during this period; he was the
Friedrich Ruckert Stipendiary in the Deutsche
Akademie (1936-37) and Alexander von Humboldt
Stipdendiary (1937-38). He was Professor of San-
skrit and Ancient Indian Culture, Fergusson
College, Pune, (1932-50); Life Member and Secre-
tary of the Deccan Education Society, Pune;
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Professor of Sanskrit and Head of the Department
of Sanskrit and Prakrit Languages, University of
Poona, (1950-69) and Dean, Faculty of Arts, Uni-
versity of Poona (1959-65). He held charge as Vice
Chancellor, University of Poona for some time in
1961. He was Director, Centre of Advanced Study
in Sanskrit, University of Poona (1964-74).

R.N. Dandekar presided over Ancient Period
Section, 10th Indian History Congress; Vedic
Section, 14th All-India Oriental Conference and
Indological Sections at Several Sessions of the
International Congress of Orientalists. He was
General President of 34th All-India Oriental Con-
ference held at Visakhapatnam in 1989 and Brihan
Maharashtra Oriental Conference at Pune in 1996.

R.N. Dandekar is the recipient of several
awards and honours. He won the Padma Bhushan
in 1962; Vachaspati (D.Litt.) from Sampurnananda
Sanskrit Vishva Vidyalaya, Varanasi in 1979;
Honorary Doctor of Letters degree from Banaras
Hindu University, University of Poona, University
of North Bengal, Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeetha,
and Deccan College Deemed University. He was
awarded the Doctor of Philosophy degree, as
honorary re-conferment, by Heidelberg University.

He has received several Honorary Member-
ships and Academic Honours like Honorary
Member, Ecole Francaises d’Extreme Orient, Paris;
Charter Member of the Council of International
University Foundation, Washington; Advising
Member, The Academy of Human Rights; Honor-
ary Member, Societe Asiatique, Paris; Highest
Merit Diploma, Istituto per il Medio ed Estremo
Oriente(ISMEQO) Rome, and so on.

Many titles like “Vidyabhushana” from San-
skrit Karyalaya, Ayodhya, “Pracyavidyalamkara”
from Kasi Svadhyaya Mandala,
“Mahamahopadhyaya” from Akhila Bharatiya
Pandit Mahaparishad, Varanasi and
“Gaveshanaratna” from Manipuri Sahitya Parishad,
Imphal, have been conferred on him.

He has held several distinguished offices like
Honorary Secretary, Bhandarkar Orinental Research
Institute, Pune (1939-1993), General Secretary, All-
India Oriental Conference (1943-85) and Member-
Secretary, Sanskrit Commission, Government of
India (1956-57). He has held the offices of Vice-
President (1954-1973), President (1973-1991) and
Hon. President (1991) of the International Union of
Orientalists (now, International Union for Oriental
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and Asian Studies). He was Vice-President of
International Council for Philosophy and Humanis-
tic Studies (CIPSH), UNESCO (1955-1961) and
President, International Association of Sanskrit
Studies (1979-1994).

He also held many responsible positions in
Government and other Academic Organizations,
like Central Sanskrit Board, Indology Committee,
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan and Central Advisory
Board for Archaeology, in the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Government of India.

He was either Editor, or was on the Editorial
Committee of the following journals: Annals of the
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Indo-Iranian
Journal, Annual Bibliography of Indian History and
Archaéology (Leiden), Samskrita-Vimarsha, Islamic
Culture, Erasmus, (Darmstadt), Indian Antiquary,
Journal of the University of Poona (Humanities
Section), CASS Studies, University of Poona.

He has participated in major international
conferences like International Congress of
Orientalists, now called International Congress of
Asian and North African Studies (11 Sessions),
International Congress for the History of Religions
(3 Sessions), World Sanskrit Conference (8 Ses-
sions), International Congress for Modern Lan-
guages and Literatures (1 Session), International
Conference on Puranas (1 Session) and Interna-
tional Workshop on Vedic Studies (1 Session).

Felicitation Volumes brought out in his honour
are: Professor R.N.Dandekar Felicitation Volume:
Indian Antiquary, Third Series, Special Number,
Bombay: 17.3.1969, reprinted as Glimpses of Veda
and Vyakarana; Amritadhara: Professor R.N. Dandekar
Felicitation Volume, Delhi: 17.3.84.

Some of his major publications are: Crtitical
Edition of the Mahabharata, Vedic Bibliography (Six
Volumes), Harappan Bibliography, Selected Writings
(Vol. I Vedic Mythological Tracts, Vol. II: Insights
into Hinduism, Vol. IlII: Exercises in Indology, Vol.
IV: The Age of the Guptas and Other Essays, Vol. V:
Indological Miscellanea) Der Vedische Mensch, (Heidel-
berg), A History of the Guptas, Some Aspects of the
History of Hinduism, Birthright of Man, “Hinduism”
in Historia Religionum (Vol. II) Leiden, Der Mensch
im Denken des Hinduismus, Vienna, Recent Trends in
Indology (Sponsored by UNESCO). His critical
editions include: Jnanadipika of Devabodha,
Rasaratnapradipika of Allaraja and
Subhashitamuktavali, and proceedings of conferences,
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seminar papers, and essays presented in several
symposia. ' ‘

Vedic Myhological Tracts contains papers relating
to Vedic Mythology. Insights into Hindusim, com-
prises papers relating to the history and content of
Hinduism. Exercises in Indology contains papers
relating to such diverse topics as Vedic history,
Vedic exegesis, Vedic research, Vedic- psychology,
the Mahabharata and some aspects of ancient
Indian tradition.

Presently R.N.Dandekar is Vice-President,
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune,
Emeritus Professor of Sanskrit, University of
Poona and National Research Professor, Govern-
ment of India. Besides, he is associated with many
Indian and foreign universities in different capaci-
ties and connected with most of the important
activities in the field of Sanskrit, Indology and
Orientology, at local, regional, national and inter-
national levels.

It is a common ebservation that scholarship
and administrative or organizational capacity do
not generally go hand in hand. Here again it is
remarkable that RN. Dandekar has proved himself
to be a successful administrator at the University
of Poona and the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute and an efficient organizer at the sessions
of the All-India Oriental Conference and at the
meetings of various national and international ~
bodies. He commands the knack of keeping every
activity moving according to the schedule, at the
same time seeing to it that the academic standard
of that activity is uniformly maintained. Individu-
als as well as institutions have gained valuable
training by working under his efficient supervi-
sion.

For his unquestionable eminence as a writer
and scholar, the Sahitya Akademi confers its
highest honour, the Fellowship, on Ramchandra
Narayan Dandekar.
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